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Introduction
Napier Sailing Club (NSC) is proud to submit its bid to host the 2029 OK Dinghy World Championship. Renowned for
its world-class facilities, rich sailing heritage, and spectacular location, NSC is uniquely positioned to deliver an
unforgettable championship experience for competitors, officials, and spectators alike.
Venue Highlights
Perfect Sailing Conditions
Napier, located on the stunning Hawke’s Bay coastline, offers ideal sailing conditions in January/February.
Competitors can expect:
Reliable sea breezes ranging from 12 to 20 knots.
Mild summer temperatures averaging 24°C.
Slightly sheltered waters of the challenging Pacific Ocean, perfect for tactical and competitive racing, with
minimal tidal effect.
Exceptional Local Amenities
Napier provides a vibrant backdrop for the championship, including:
Accommodation Options: A variety of hotels, motels, campgrounds, and holiday homes to suit all budgets, with
multiple hotels within walking distance of the club.
Culinary Delights: Renowned wineries, restaurants, and cafes showcasing local produce, many within walking
distance of the club and accommodation.
Tourism Opportunities: Attractions such as Art Deco architecture, the National Aquarium, Te Mata Peak trails,
and extensive bike trails for off-water exploration.
Accessibility
Napier is well-connected with:
An airport offering direct flights from major New Zealand cities with connections to international destinations.
Direct relationship with Napier Port, simplifying logistics for international competitors with seamless
arrangements for shipping boats and equipment.
Proximity to the city centre, with venues in Ahuriri a short walk from the club and city centre within a short
drive/bike ride from the club.
Extending New Zealand Experience, for those wishing to extend their time in New Zealand, Taupo, the Tongariro
Crossing, Rotorua and its thermal valleys, the East Cape and capital city of Wellington are all within a half day
drive.

Napier Sailing Club Facilities
On-Water Infrastructure
Marina: NSC boasts a modern marina with berths capable of accommodating support vessels.
Launching Facilities: Multiple launching ramps and ample rigging space ensure smooth operations.
Support Fleet: A fleet of safety and committee boats maintained to the highest standards.
Clubhouse and Amenities
Clubhouse: A spacious and well-equipped facility offering:
Meeting rooms for race officials.
Catering facilities with capacity for large events, including covered outdoor seating.
A licensed bar with panoramic views of Hawke’s Bay.
Free Wi-Fi coverage.
Grounds:
Large shed for equipment measurement.
Sufficient parking for 100+ cars and trailer/container storage.
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Proven Track Record

Napier Sailing Club has a history of successfully hosting international and national sailing events, including:
1994 and 2002 OK Dinghy World Championships and Interdominions: Both events saw high international and
New Zealand competitor numbers and quality racing.
2009 Flying Dutchman World Championship: 45 boats, 34 international crews competed in near-perfect
conditions.
2011 Optimist World Championship: Attracted top youth sailors from around the globe, showcasing NSC’s ability
to host large-scale international events.
2017 Flying Fifteen World Championship: Delivered exceptional race management and a memorable experience
for participants.
2022 Joint Starling and Optimist Nationals: Demonstrated the club’s ability to simultaneously manage multiple
fleets and large numbers of competitors.
2024 New Zealand ILCA Nationals: Drew a large number of participants with flawless execution.
Annual Summer Regatta: A staple event regularly attracting 150+ competitors across 8 fleets.

These achievements underscore NSC’s ability to deliver high-quality events that meet and exceed competitors’

expectations.

Community and Volunteer Support

Napier Sailing Club benefits from:
Dedicated Volunteers: An experienced and passionate volunteer base adept at managing on-water and shoreside
activities, with a core race management team dedicated to delivering a world-class event and decades of
experience between them.
Local Enthusiasm: NSC has a strong working relationship with both the Napier City Council and local Iwi. Strong
community engagement fosters a welcoming and inclusive atmosphere for all participants.
Media Partnerships: NSC has close working relationships with both Live Sail Die Media and Jacob Fewtrell Media.
Both companies have worked closely with us in the past to produce high-value media content.

Conclusion

By choosing Napier Sailing Club as the host venue for the 2029 OK Dinghy World Championship, the OK Dinghy
International Association will secure a partner committed to excellence. Our blend of exceptional sailing conditions,
state-of-the-art facilities, and proven event management guarantees a memorable championship for all involved.
We warmly invite you to visit Napier and experience firsthand why our club and city are the perfect choice for this
prestigious event.
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