
 

 
 

 
 
David Abercrombie 
Chief Executive Officer 
Yachting New Zealand 
dabercrombie@yachtingnz.org.nz  
 
18 February 2025 
 
Pontus Gabel and the OKDIA Committee 
Acting President OK Dinghy International Association 
 
Subject: Support for the Napier Sailing Club bid to host the 2029 OK Dinghy World Championships 
 
Dear OKDIA Committee, 
 
On behalf of Yachting New Zealand, I am pleased to express our full support for the Napier Sailing 
Club in their bid to host the 2029 OK Dinghy World Championships. 
 
 With the backing of Yachting New Zealand and the New Zealand OK Dinghy Association, we are 
confident that the Napier Sailing Club has the expertise, infrastructure, and commitment to deliver 
an outstanding event of international calibre. 
 
The Napier Sailing Club is a strong supporter of Yachting New Zealand and has a proven track record 
of successfully hosting major events, including the 2011 Optimist World Championships and many 
New Zealand individual class championships year on year, demonstrating their ability to manage 
large-scale competitions with professionalism and excellence. Their world-class facilities, 
experienced event management team, and dedicated volunteers ensure a seamless and memorable 
experience for all participants and spectators. 
 
Beyond the competition itself, the Hawkes Bay area offers a stunning setting that will provide 
athletes, officials, and supporters with an unforgettable experience. The region’s rich culture, 
welcoming community, and top-tier amenities make it an ideal destination for a global event of this 
nature. 
 
Yachting New Zealand is proud to support this bid and is committed to working alongside the Napier 
Sailing Club to bring the 2029 OK Dinghy World Championships to Napier and World renowned 
Hawkes Bay. We truly believe this event will showcase the best of our sport and provide lasting 
benefits to the local and international community. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We appreciate your consideration of this bid and welcome any questions or further discussions as 
needed. We look forward to a positive outcome and the opportunity to welcome the world to New 
Zealand for this prestigious event. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
David Abercrombie 
Chief Executive Officer 
Yachting New Zealand 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


